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The CRC TRR 341 "Plant Ecological Genetics" is a transregional collaborative research center
funded by the DEG. Researchers from the University of Cologne (UoC) and the Heinrich-
Heine-University (HHU) in Disseldorf teamed up with their colleagues from the Max Planck
Institute for Plant Breeding Research (MPIPZ) , the Ruhr University in Bochum (RUB), the
Philipps University in Marburg (UMR), the University of Potsdam (UP), and the Julius Kiuhn-
Institut in Sanitz (JKI) to work in identifying the genetic mechanisms of trait variation promoting
plant adaptation to environmental changes. All partners are committed to handle generated
scientific data according to the DFEG Guidelines for Safequarding Good Research Practice and
the FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable) principles.

This data policy summarizes our concept on research data sharing within the consortium, and
on data handling prior and after final publication. All scientific data generated within the
framework of the scientific projects of the TRR 341 will be made publicly available. There may
be any restrictions opposing the agreements of this data policy, such as implications on digital
sequence information/access and benefit sharing, project leaders have to inform the Steering
Committee (SC) of the TRR341 and all other involved project leaders accordingly, and seek
for individual solutions, which will have to be approved by the SC.

81 Definitions

The person responsible for data sharing of a project within the TRR 341 is the respective
project leader. In this Data Policy, the term Data Provider is broadly used to define the person
authorized by the project leader for sharing the data. The data provider thus might be the
person in charge of the project i.e. the project leader, the person performing the experiment
and producing the data (e.g. the ECR), the person in charge of an instrument used to measure
the data (e.g. technical assistant or lab manager), or the person responsible for the retrieval or
model run.

82 Data Management

Responsible for support during all steps of the data management and data publication process
is the TRR341 INF (Z3) project. This central INF project is based on a cooperation between
the_lnstitute for Biological Data Science of HHU and the IT Center University of Cologne,
whereas it draws technology, support and infrastructure from the German research data
management infrastructure provided by the NEDI for plants (DataPLANT).

The TRR341 INF project has two main purposes:

¢ Providing NEDI-compliant research- and data-management support to the entire CRC
TRR 341, from the infrastructure and tools to the data-handling policies and individual
assistance with documentation, preservation, and publication (of data and process).

o Designing and building a curated data platform to integrate, combine, visualize, and
analyze the molecular, genomic, and ecological data produced within the CRC TRR
341. This platform will serve as a tool for discovering hidden or unseen relations
between genes and ecologies across plant species.

For organizing, documenting, and managing research data within the TRR341 all researchers
agree on using the ARC framework. ARC enables collaboration, data exchange, and
adherence to FAIR principles, making research data easily findable, accessible, interoperable,
and reusable. Moreover, ARC can be checked for completeness and quality at any time, and
data can be converted into a citable data publication without interrupting the research process.
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All data and metadata must be provided in a form that conforms with the FAIR principles. Data
analysis has to be performed according to the DEG Code of Conduct. The data provider and
the project leader are responsible for the quality control of the data sets submitted for
publication.

83 Data provision, licensing and sharing

All TRR 341-generated/funded data must be shared within the consortium, and all
TRR341 members have a right to request access to data from any other TRR 341
project.

The TRR341 data management platform (INF project) is responsible for providing all
information concerning the licenses, which should/ could be used when sharing
research data.

The data of the individual scientific instruments along with the corresponding
documentation to understand the data shall be made available to all TRR341 partners
as soon as possible, no later than one year after collection. Early access to
(preliminary) data shall be possible upon request.

Only the data provider and project leader can share their data. Sharing of data without
the consent of the data provider and the project leader is not permitted.

Researchers accessing non-published data are committed in acting responsibly. It is
not allowed to use non-published data for own publications without the confirmation of
the data provider and the respective project leader (see also 8§4).

If a data provider (PL or academic staff) leaves the TRR341 or any of the participating
universities/institutions, the data remain property of the respective university/institution,
and the TRR341 shall retain access rights to those data. Data can be shared in
consensus with the leaving member (former data provider) according the guidelines of
“Safeguarding Good Research Practice”.

84 Co-authorship/Publishing/Conference contributions

If data of the project is used for publishing a scientific article, conference contributions
and/or in public meetings, the lead author has to invite the data provider(s) to contribute
to the publication. Co-authorship criteria have to follow the DFG Code of Conduct and
the ICMJE.

The data provider has the right to refuse the usage of the data in publications,
conference contributions and/or in public meetings prior to their publication of that work.
The manuscript for any journal publication must be sent to the co-authors and to all
project leaders involved at least one week before submission.

Abstracts to contributions to conferences and/or public meetings must be sent to the
co-authors and all project leaders involved at least one week before submission.

The submitting author has to consider substantial comments from the co-authors
before the submission of the manuscript or abstract. The co-authors and project
leaders involved shall be kept informed of the progress of the review and publication.
The submitting author must have the explicit agreement of the data providers to use
the data in publications, conference contributions and/or public meetings.

The project leader and the data provider must ensure the quality of the data used in
publications, conference contributions and/or public meetings.



https://zenodo.org/records/14281892
https://zenodo.org/records/14281892
https://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
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e Publications and/or press releases using data of a project must be approved by the
data provider and all project leaders involved before submission.

e Any disputes about the use of the data in particular with respect to publications will be
resolved by an internal committee of project leaders involved, after approved by the
Steering Committee (SC).

85 Acknowledgement of the TRR341

The CRC TRR341 must be acknowledged in scientific publications by the following phrase:
L~Funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation)—
Project-ID 456082119 — TRR 341~

In German: ,,Geférdert durch die Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG) — Projektnummer
456082119 — TRR 341*,

86 Clause

All TRR341 researchers must sign this data policy and ensure that all research data collected,
generated, or used in the course of their work is properly documented, stored, and managed
in accordance with the ARC framework, and shall adhere to the principles of FAIR data
management, including making data findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable, as it is
specified by the data manager of the TRR341 INF project.

Data sharing being consubstantial of participation in a research consortium, the TRR341 SC
reserves its right to take measures to encourage PLs to comply with this data policy.

This policy will be regularly updated and will be distributed to all TRR341 researchers.

The signatory agrees to the conditions of this data policy.

Name:
Address:

E-mail:

Date: Place:
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	Text1: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Datum6_es_:signer:date: 
	Text2: 
	Text7: 
	Signatur-Block8_es_:signer:signatureblock: 


